
By Mina Oldfield 
    On Tuesday 12th January 
2010 at 16:53 local time 
(21:53 GMT) an earthquake 
measuring 7.0 magnitude 
struck Haiti. The epicentre 
was 15 miles WSW of the 

capital Port-au-Prince. Offi-
cials fear that over 200,000 
people may have died and up 
to three million may have 
been affected.  
    Aftershocks were also felt 
and on the 20th January a 

strong aftershock measuring 
6.0 magnitude was felt west of 
the capital. 
    Haiti is one of the poorest 
countries in the western half of 
the world and the buildings 
were badly built and fell over 

easily. Lots of countries and 
aid agencies have promised to 
help and there have been lots 
of teams searching for survi-
vors and helping those who 
have survived.  
 Continued on Page 2  
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    At Childwall students 
from years 10 and 11 
and the Sixth form de-
cided to raise money for 
the Red Cross Haiti 
Appeal by selling cakes, 
going round collecting 
loose change in buckets 
and holding a raffle. 
Many of the raffle 
prizes were donated by 
local companies for 
which we are very 
grateful. 

   We interviewed 
Alexis Fairclough, Sen-
ior Fundraiser for the 
Red Cross who told us 
that they had over 500 
volunteers in the main 
area getting aid in and 
essential items such as 
blankets, water contain-
ers and purification 
tablets and shelters- £15 
can buy two shelters. 
They were giving out 
hygiene kits and provid-
ing first Emergency 
Medical Aid and there 
is a team out there 
building latrines. She 
also told us that the Red 
Cross are providing 
social support for chil-
dren who have lost their 
families—helping to 
search for loved ones or 
by giving comfort to 
children who needed it. 
There are also rest cen-
tres as 50% of children 
are orphaned.                  
 On the 1st Feb-
ruary the money raised 
by the students here at 
Childwall was counted 
and a cheque for 
£1593.82 was presented 
to the Red Cross. 
Leanne Johnson, Project 
Manager for Extended 
Schools told us that the 
Red Cross Appeal 
would probably last for 
a year so to think of the 
victims of the disaster 
when next collecting.  

Earthquake in Haiti 
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The aftermath of the earthquake in Haiti 

Presenting the cheque to the Red Cross Haiti Appeal 



By Beyza Asik 
    On our first week 
back after our Christ-
mas holidays, start of 
the spring term it 
snowed. 
     We came to school 
as usual on Monday but 
at night it snowed. Due 
to this, the school was 
closed on Tuesday. It 
also said on the radio’s 
and on BBC Website 
which schools were 
closed. Our school 
name appeared for the 
rest of the week, so our 
school was closed on 
our first week back to 
school. 
     While we were off 
and enjoying being off 
lying in all week long, 
Mr. Philips employed 
contractors to come and 
clear the snow. All the 
snow was cleared apart 
from a few yards so 
they were fenced off for 
this reason.  
     Miss Alecock told us 
what she did over these 
snowy days, “Well my 
car was broke and it 
was too icy to walk so I 
was stuck at home. I 
couldn’t do many 
things. So all I did was 
mark books and get 
some lessons ready for 
when we are back to 
school. I also built a 
snowman- a very big 
one!” 
     What I did was just 
lie on my bed with my 
laptop and I just went 
on Facebook and MSN 
as usual. I also went out 
and played in the snow 
with friends. I built a 
snowman but it was 
really small. 
     This snow lasted a 
week! It was one of the 
deepest, most lasting 
snows in Liverpool in 
the last 40 years! 
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The school in the snow during the  first week of January 



 
By Mr Kelly 
    On 15th December 
we returned to Liver-
pool following our trip 
to Egypt. 
    Following an incredi-
bly long journey that 
started at 11.00am on 
7th December at Liver-
pool Airport we flew to 
Amsterdam for our con-
necting flight to Egypt.  
After an excellent but 
tiring flight we eventu-
ally arrived in Cairo at 
2.15am local time. 
    We flew with KLM 
who provided an excel-
lent service and there 
was plenty of room on 
the plane which allowed 
us to spread out and 
take advantage of being 
able to lie down across 
the seats.  Nevertheless, 
we were still very tired 
when we arrived at the 
hotel, so it was straight 
to bed ready for an early 
start the next day. 
    Our first full day in 
Egypt started with a 
visit to the Giza Plateau 
where nearly everyone 
enjoyed a camel ride 
across the desert before 
regrouping by the small 
pyramid of Menkaura.  
We had arrived on the 
plateau in time to pur-
chase tickets for all of 
us to be able to go in-
side the Great Pyramid 
of Khufu.  This is a rare 
privilege indeed as only 
100 people are allowed 
inside per day and tick-
ets are scarce. Our 
group was near the last 
of the people to enter 
the pyramid and I was 
left with just our stu-
dents and few other 
visitors.  For a short 
time we were com-
pletely alone inside the 

Kings chamber.  We 
gazed on the empty 
sarcophagus of Khufu – 
the corner cracked and 
broken where tomb 
robbers had disturbed 
his final resting place – 
and could almost hear 
the distant echoes of the 
hushed voices of the 
high priests as they laid 
their king to rest.  Fight-
ing to crowd in and 
dominate the hushed 
reverence of the ancient 
officials were the voices 
of the tomb robbers 
from a more modern 
age, loud and harsh in a 
forced attempt to hide 
their fear from each 
other. 
    On our way out of the 
pyramid we paused at 
the bottom of the Grand 
Gallery and wondered 
what the robbers had 
found – perhaps noth-
ing.  An argument exists 
that the sarcophagus we 
see today was a false 
burial and the king’s 
true burial remains un-
discovered.  We gazed 
along the low, cramped 
passage that led to the 
Queen’s chamber and 

thoughts of the robot 
exploration of the hid-
den door in the air-
shaft.  Following the 
penetration of the first 
door another door was 
discovered beyond.  
Some Egyptologists 
believe that when a new 
robot breaches this door 
an undiscovered cham-
ber will be found that 
contains the king’s true 
burial and his vast treas-
ure. 
    Still exhilarated from 
our adventure, we took 
our lunch in the shadow 
of the Great Sphinx 
before leaving the Giza 
Plateau entirely and 
making our way to the 
Egyptian Museum.  On 
the way to the museum 
we visited a papyrus 
institute and learnt how 
the Ancient Egyptians 
made their paper that is 
more enduring than 
anything we have today. 
    The Egyptian mu-
seum proved to be just 
as popular, although by 
this time everyone was 
very tired, and Tutank-
hamen’s treasure was as 
awe inspiring as ever.  

So much gold makes 
your eyes hurt after a 
while and we moved on 
to the Mummy Room to 
gaze on Ramesis II in 
his repose before head-
ing back, exhausted, to 
our hotel for dinner and 
then bed. 
    The next day we took 
a journey back in time 
to where it all began.  
Across the high sand 
dunes in the area of 
Sakkara is the Stepped 
Pyramid of Djoser.  
Designed by the famous 
architect Imhotep, it is 
argued that this pyramid 
complex contains the 
first true buildings con-
structed from stone. 
    From a raised plat-
form of stone we were 
able to gaze out over the 
pyramid field and see 
pyramids dotting the 
desert from the IVth, 
Vth and VIth Dynasties. 
    As we left Sakkara 
we took the opportunity 
to visit a carpet school 
where children are 
taught a trade and also 
paid for their work.  
This is an initiative to 
assist families from 

poor villages and chil-
dren are encouraged to 
develop their own 
unique design for a car-
pet and these designs 
remain the property of 
the individual – they are 
later able to work full 
time in a carpet factory 
when they become 
adults. 
    Following lunch we  
visited the Pharaonic 
Village where actors 
and actresses brought to 
life scenes from Ancient 
Egypt.  Reproductions 
of Egyptian temples, 
houses, villages and 
workshops provided the 
realistic backdrop for 
this pageant of living 
history.  Our earlier 
visit to the perfumery 
was just as popular as 
last year, with everyone 
buying their own fa-
vourite brand of per-
fume or aftershave – but 
they needed something 
to keep the essence oil 
in.  At the Pharaonic 
Village the students 
took the opportunity to 
buy hand-blown glass 
perfume bottles from a 
craftsman’s stall. 

Along the banks of the Nile 
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On the Giza Plateau with the Pyramids in the background 



Continued from Page 4 
     After another very 
busy day we were to 
leave Cairo behind in 
true Agatha Christie 
style, but it was less 
Death on the Nile and 
more Murder on the 
Orient Express as we 
boarded the overnight 
sleeper-train for Luxor.  
Dinner was served al-
most immediately.  The 
train was elegant in its 
way and very much 
evocative of another 
age.  We even had ac-
cess to the Club Car 
where the steward, en-
couraged by his col-
leagues and our fellow 
passengers, performed 
tricks by balancing bot-
tles and other objects on 
his head and nose – 
very much the party 
atmosphere, but we 
were all very tired and 
the conductor for our 
coach was busy setting 
the beds up in our cab-
ins from the moment we 
set off. 
    The conductor 
knocked us up early – a 
little too early I felt – in 

time for a quick wash 
and breakfast before we 
pulled into Luxor Sta-
tion.  Alighting from the 
train was like a military 
operation.  Everyone 
had to line up in order 
along the corridor, with 
their suitcases ready, 
and leave the train as 
quickly as possible, 
with me panicking to 
ensure everyone was off 
– the train stopped for 
only a brief time before 
continuing on to Aswan 
(a further 300 miles 
away) – there could be 
no holding it up if 
someone wasn’t ready 
or if they didn’t get off 
in time. 
    We arrived in Luxor 
a little before dawn and 
this allowed us to be at 
Karnak Temple at sun-
rise.  We were there on 
the only day in the year 
when the sunrise is in 
direct alignment with 
the central axis of the 
temple.  This was a 
spectacular and moving 
sight at the massive 
orange orb climbed 
slowly into the sky, its 

steady progress visible 
to the naked eye, until it 
turned to a fiery red.  
The heat of a new day 
rushed towards us as the 
disk turned white hot 
and we were unable to 
gaze upon Ra’s Majesty 
any more.  After such a 
breathtaking start to our 
visit we entered the 
precincts of Amen Ra 
and stepped through the 
massive pylons forming 
the gateway to the 
Hypostyle Hall. 
     Much of the con-
struction of these outer 
buildings is credited to 
Ramesis II and his fa-
ther Seti I.  It is said 
that the capitals of these 
giant columns, which 
sweep up in graceful 
curves, can fit a hun-
dred and thirty people 
standing side by side on 
the massive area of their 
topmost surface. 
    We moved on 
through the temple until 
we reached the inner 
sanctuary and it was 
here after Alexander the 
Great had heard the 
oracle of Ammon at 

Siwah on his conquest 
of Egypt that he had 
himself depicted as the 
Son of Amun and was 
thereafter portrayed 
wearing ram’s horns in 
a symbolic depiction of 
his divinity. 
    That night we dined 
at a restaurant on the 
banks of the Nile and in 
the darkness across the 
river, we could see the 
twinkling of village 
lights that marked the 
area of the Valley of the 
Kings on the West 
Bank.  We would have 
to wait until the next 
day to visit the final 
resting place of the New 
Kingdom Pharaohs and 
the tombs of the nobles 
that served them. 
    We saved the visit to 
Luxor Temple until the 
evening.  We were able 
to enjoy a relaxing stroll 
through the temple pre-
cincts in the cool of the 
evening and see the 
temple in a very beauti-
ful way – the upward 
lighting making the 
reliefs stand out in a 
contrast of deep shad-
ows and golden high-

lights. 
    On our walk back to 
the hotel we came 
across a group of local 
boys who had organised 
a game of football on 
the plaza beside the 
temple.  It was too 
much to resist and de-
spite the language bar-
rier our 6th formers had 
negotiated the opportu-
nity to play a match.  
The Egyptian boys were 
younger and played in 
bare feet and our boys 
still complained of fouls 
and bore the bruises of a 
few hard tackles.  This 
was a wonderful and 
unexpected opportunity 
which I am sure will 
form one of the endur-
ing memories of this 
trip. 
    In my next report I 
will write about our 
adventures in the Valley 
of the Kings and our 
journey to Hurghada 
where we went on a 
breath-taking five hour 
quad-bike ride into the 
desert and enjoyed a 
barbeque at a Bedouin 
settlement. 
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Egypt School Trip 2009 

On the Giza Plateau with the Sphinx 

Balloons over Egypt 



By Aron Julius 
    The 8th of  January 
celebrated the king of 
Rock ‘N’ Roll’s 75th 
birthday. Elvis was 
loved in life and loved 
in death and his 
unique charisma in-
spired millions around 
the world. 
       On the 15th of 
January, Mrs Earle de-
cided to launch Child-
wall School into an  all 
singing Elvis Karaoke. 
All his hits were per-
formed and even the 
king himself paid a 
visit.  Mrs Earle created 
a shrine with candles 
and small Elvis figures 
were put up around the 
school with a small 

prize for the person  
who found the most of 
them. 
    There were also cup-
cakes and muffins on 
sale all to wish the king 
a Happy 75th Birthday. 
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Elvis facts 
 

Elvis was a black belt 
in karate. 
 
He made 31 movies 
 
Until his late teens, 
Elvis was blond. 
 
Elvis recorded more 
than 600 songs  but 
didn’t write any of 
them.  
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By Kyle Reppion 

     Avatar is the latest 
film from Director 
James Cameron. Ava-
tar is set on the lush 
world of Pandora 
which is inhabited by 
an indigenous alien 
race known as the 

Na’vi.                           
 The Na’vi is a 
humanoid race with 
blue skin; they are on 
average double the size 
of a regular human. The 
film follows the story 
of Jake Sully, a paraple-
gic former marine, who 
replaces his murdered 

identical twin brother, a 
scientist trained to be 
an avatar operator. The 
Avatar program to 
which the film bears its 
name, is a program run 
by scientists trying to 
make peace with the 
Na’vi. An Avatar is a 
virtual body with the 

DNA of a human being 
and a member of the 
Na’vi to which only 
someone with matching 
DNA can control.      
 The story to 
Avatar isn’t very origi-
nal but gives its own 
twists to classic stories. 
The story is well 

thought out and com-
posed amazingly. The 
visual effects are truly 
stunning. I’m sure that 
it will be top of the film 
charts for weeks to 
come. It’s a film I’d 
enjoy again and again 
so it gets 5\5 

�������

By Charles Owens 
    Wallace and Gromit 
are the main charac-
ters in my favourite 
series of cartoon an-
imations including 
four  short films and a 
feature length film by 
Nick Parker of Aard-
man Animations.  
    All the characters are 
made from play dough 
and modelling clay on 
metal plates and filmed 
with stop motion clay 
animation. Sometimes, 
Gromit ignores Wal-
lace's orders such as in 
A Close Shave and 
Shopper 13 wherein 
Wallace orders him to 

get rid of Shaun, but 
Gromit does not. 
     If you want to have a 
laugh go and watch 
“Wallace and Grommit, 
Curse of the Wererab-
bit” and look at the pho-
tos at the start... 
GROMMIT GRA-
GUATES FROM DOG-
WARTS 
It’s so funny. 

������������	
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A scene from the latest box office success Avatar 

Wallace and Gromit 



Winter Olympics 2010 
in Vancouver, Canada 
starts on 12 February. 

Watch coverage of all 
the thrills and spills on 
the BBC and online. 

By Mr Bird 
     The Year 9 boys 
represented the school 
with an excellent atti-
tude, they came up 
against some very tall 
opposition and one 
boy that can nearly 

dunk from Calder-
stones.  
     The  boys have had 
a rude awakening to 
how much more we 
need to practice and I 
am certain they will try 
and better themselves 

for the next tournament. 
     Results aside the 
boys have had a great 
time and a good experi-
ence of playing on pro-
fessional basketball 
courts down at Green-
bank Sports Academy. 

By The Sixth Form 
Management Team 
    After the Christmas 
break, Childwall re-
turned to action 
against Alsop in the 
league.  
    After going a goal 
down in the first half, a 
goal from Nathan 
O'Connell and a hat 
trick from Louis Corri-
gan gave Childwall a 4-
1 win. One of Louis's 
goals was scored from 
inside his own half as 
he saw the goal keeper 
off his line. 
    Second game into 
the New Year and 

Childwall found them-
selves away to old ri-
vals Myerscough Col-
lege. Goals from Andy 
Murray, Nathan Edison 
and another successive 
goal from the halfway 
line from Louis Corri-
gan gave Childwall a 3 
goal lead before the 
opposition scored what 
turned out to be only a 
consolation. Final 
score: 3-1 to Childwall. 
     2010 has started 
really well for the lads 
with two wins from two 
games. Louis Corrigan 
is man of the moment 
with four goals in two 

games, two 
of which 
have been 
from his 
own half. 
Hopefully, 
we will 
soon find 
ourselves in 
the play 
offs and 
have a 
chance of 
bringing 
some silver-
ware back 
to the 
school in 
the sum-
mer. 

Winning start to the year 
Childwall Sport 

Childwall Chronicle  Thursday 11th February 2010          

Year 9 Basketball tournament 

Childwall dominate the game 

Winter Olympics 2010 


